TOPAZ XENON

Topper's latest rotomoulded dinghy has been designed
for racing performance combined with easily-handled
fun. Jeremy Evans tries the Topaz Xenon for size...

hie ¥enon has already scored bwo flrsis

Far a slart, Xenon s fhe widest dinghy

that's ever been protucan oy

thtrmaoplasfi: refomaulding, 183 2m bram
Is comparanke ta glassfibre hulled dinghles ol
simiaEr sizo = oxactly e sarm widbh as 1ho
REE4D0 which s wirtually the same lengin, ano
wide [han Topper's biggel, more crsisey Omega,
et alona The Laser Vago or KBS Meskan, This |5
i [o the il that Tapper Rasve Bl biggas]
oven to cook the blgoest boat!

I s cdifban, The Xunon has buen selecled lar [Ris
yedar's Ergaave i Tropny, the anneal ‘champion of
champens' regatia inwhech fop crews Irem a beal
Gl major classes fnd aut wikis 15 guickast in fhe
B3R ﬂ'li"lJE'S‘il:lr- boat

Development and build

Topder [aunched the Topaz 35 ther Test
thermoplastic dinghy: in 19598, thres yoars aethind
the Lager Plod which lad the ratomoelded dingivy

rewdldtied. Since then Tooper have gore a-aut an
this form ol low cost production, doye|oping & T
moal ToRar range, of whch Xenon s the laless,

Tht Basie principlos af eanslraclion ramain Lhp
came, Each complets Hul and deck undl 5 3
Tribarmnalo moslifing with polpatbvlene plasfs
SLINE Iskde -0 mutside and 3 loam core 1o
nrot e sliTTrass i pelyween, The B9jck is 1
achkaye a reasonznly Nghiweaight null camalnen
wilth 1he bl pestibia tigidily,

The big adwantage of thermaalastic
cinstrustion & Fhad i Is much chirapar, quickes
AN kst labspur Intendive tha loam sandwich
glasshibre consl ructmn, which unbil recently hvs
gepn The peretarred fathol ot Suliging st
dinghies. Tharmpplastic hills are recioned (o saes
about twarthirds of e oast ol 8 bare hull and
deck, which criid bneck a5 much a3z 3 Whnpomg
E2.000 off the prica of 3 ready-bo-gail oat,

We hd a first look at f#he glasslira Xenion
frofabyas Bt Decembser, when i was Geing
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Shove right Tha Elita
mnysiems worked =ejl.
EFirough Lha halels and
droge

Top You can sall Xenon
slrglehanded with the jib
furied and it sfays nicely
Ralanced under malm

nr

wnave The Xenon felt
precise, well manpered
ard masy ko drive high
L | el

feive Capulze recevery
iedd P predlams, EVEn
sirgiehanded.

BT YETHTS GMD-YACHT NG

dinveidpett by Bod Whilte al Wade Formuli In
Brightling=ea, The progaction boat is recogmizably
abmilat You walldi™ notice The shrisago' sflect
BTCh Makes thermopdashe hulls shphity smalar
and ir feram of finish The pradocton Xanom was
Claarly superion, Bauying produces five differen:
desighs in [he Topas line-up, Teppor apiesd o
nave got thelr rotomeubding process vary wall

a0r bod, Featieres indiuce a rmally nealt Lenon ogo
wich |5 integratad nfothe glastlc so it shauld
nayee damdy Limé will tell] soralch o [ada, Tho
f2non s also Clear afiead as e bes! noking boat
in the Topaz fange, halpeds by wita baam ot Iow
{reaboard which glve a rarestylisn ant puncny
appaatanca than the bwin cres Ormago o8 Magns,

Launching and layout

Having bean oub on the waser with the profobype
Lonon in The depins ol wintor, it was o delight Lo
sail the producthon Doat aon a line summar's ¢ay, &
oormdn railer w the oily beg exttn you're likely to
need lor this boat The roll ondrodl off system is
wull enginnered Lo provide Rassdi Moo Fradloe-
zalling: RIQgirs] The Lanarn s E-TTE:H:W'.‘h:IT'HErIj —al
e Bif4 vou nead o fench ang deskly accesgibbe

with ne mysiety fo sething up the bog

CRir frad-to-cal rqqlnu ime was inthe regien ol
i rilaxed hall hear Galting the mast @ isno
Sweal lor e peopid — giach 1ha mass font and
shroodd fhen ol dne crow bo ‘Throw” the mas] up
from thie Back white 15 othier aulls hand over
Fiand o |l Toreslay whbch Lises | R O asshe
dingny IEnsiceing sysiam,

Thermoalastic danghies have a reputation B
being on the favy side, But they'we gat llghter as
dowplapmen] has pegiessed. Tha enan hull gaets
ceose Lo mas! midekewaight |;|I|=.|55-1'r:IFE ainghies — a
fadr 0% heavier than an B5400 bt lighter Than &
P — s there shaould no problams pushing it
around [he Bant park oaoyaur caen oo aulling it up
& Chib sipway with vour fellow crew. Once you
lainch The Xenan dganlo $he wated, il Lurns ol 1o bo
a stafle and forglviog noat. Low frecoard makes
1f asy Tor tho ctew 1o Gel inaver T sida of
transcm, wilh Xenon showing no undwe tTenoency
Lo 5 Gt

There's-also loads of room inside. Thantks to the
widt beam ard unclultesed cockpit, the Xenon
realty 5 a tull sized 14-footer icloss fo 1560 LOA)
wiih an axcelien] wiorking arga for bao Ciew Lo race
ine boat hare or take @ crulse accompanied by &
coupka of childron Thata™ also convanient slarsgn
proviced by two watertght bins in the foredecy

Sailing

Tho Xehan fig m adaptabin. For racing [ 1Spar]’
s@il area |5 similar 10 an RS400, but Can oe
resficaily ruduced Tor crulsing by nad dpleving fhe
kila dwhiich you don't get-win the genan Clem),
rafg up | ha ik @nd, [T necessany, Hiproafing thn
Imairisal whlch rembves 3 Bs] slan 4and owess Ine
conmire of effort s thore B lesa hmaling mament
The wardrabe i by Hyde Sails and looks graat. A
[acrpn jib showld provide mli-up longawity whils
thix laminata Mylar mainsall 6osea-fhr I'.IL-f]r'l anid
extremely ciol. A5 for the staalthy bkack kite —
apmarenily Bob White had sevére dounis Lhas a
black &ite would prove pepularn, but on our supes
Sunfing fesl day il Qaed Thi Henon formidable styla,



L ik Lhe resl af el noal, the Kile also war ked
walk For a start, the Kenan pasced e garefoot
sumriar sailing best, grip s very good pnd thoro
ars no nasty 1hands ready to damage yaur toas,
fow cansit o fhe cockpll bonches Tas Bght wing
Cruising, or it ag an ke sigadec ke and ke ol
Thie ‘wall padded foesirans which arg adpuaialde Tor
diflergns e ngth I8gs under The Thissris

W did ned et alal of wing disting ths TSt
senoie, it the Zeran 81T precica, wall mannareg
and easy 1o drrer high pwind, Centrols come
ety to hand with ratchet power on the
mans el whach B lod Trom a sfalnless slbeel
AODE, ENsuUring It 5 well oot ol the Wa of both
crow while shooting in without pulling th sail
dowre Thal aperatkon i [l['r|l3-'|'|'|E'E by Tha gray,
Tha upside-dirwn vang which provites & sary Clear
worklng area or the craw, plus nas the 2alianal
Berafif of hekfmg Lha Baam oo wion [ maingail
s |owersd,

ey and dinverbau) codleal lines &l te the
cantral InwarT whese they can be rimmed Iy crew
or Felm, Mosl ol he senbiols e loeatod on e
aluminium Lracs Beam which SUppeots: e mgst
At has bocome A rademark Teaturo of | B | g
noats In he T"."Dﬁ.! rangs, helping o provde hull
rigidity with an unciiltersd lerward cockpil That
Ras the centreboard case raztly Integrated wirh
Thiy apli=traiming doglde Baliaom,

WHhEn wWe werg s3I, thie soom ponmsed Dacs
wilh a alight upansd dlant which will eiedausky
reduce il vou pall hiatt on the gray or rahe the
st by Lsing & Mwer shioud position, This
Maom-Ep’ 3ppEarantE may Mok 2 litths oda, bt
has tha grexd sivantage of providing kads of
neadaroom lor fhe helm dureng tacks gnd Jybas, As
1 hsgtpetand, furming |heeuggh ha wying odfhar wisy
segmed like 3 goddle

Tha Menon furns smarthy but is really very
sianle. ¥ou can feel réleved aboal standing up IR
tha hapt skifl=style during a3 tack, gybs or haist
whan e Black kite wenl up and cams dawn
without any trouble, This big nlack gennaler (@l
Qoo If & Forcs 2-3, bt will Clearly grodina alanty

al drive g Faree 445 whan polisheg lechnigee w0l
Be requires 10 Ke=p-Sathng i tha righs sirecton,

in lifjntes windds, you can Sail Xenon
singletancad with the |0 Tarled and i stays nicely
banced wader s el Wa're also glad o
report that 3 sodp s3deer walghing groand :"5“: hiad
na freubile rghting The capsized Xenan, wivich
CAME Up ory = il tricth be tolt. Mg had mora
trowabile getting il tactip over)

Dual-purpose winner?

The Xenon nas all the makings of 3 cual-purpose
bcal, IF has greal potential as.a andedasign rsding
CIacs with good leass pnjgyably |:~E'F|-5rlrlﬂ"|l:-:' Al
i walleporbed plafform for Crewes whih wor' need a
Inad ol exgarfice [o el rownd 3 courss wikile
alaying more ar less in contral. That beamy il

AR

LEE

[ 2

Enhove W Ripging up
holds ne surprises,
Eaking mours Raif an
hoar for teg peopis.

Tt The Xenan fas e
tragemars Tapay eresn
hmam in ihe front of tha

cockpit.

Upwiid The boam pasnis
hach with & slight
upward slant. glwing
plerty & head room,

Left The main s made of
ses-thraugh Mylar and
can be gip-reafed,
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shiuld also e a qood weighl carar of craws
fram measy To hyweight — 10 prowe The poond,
Toppar's Jon Manners ks bean clabracing o
Xenon at Datchet and Matoenhaad with his IEyegr-
ohf s Dan st o cembined wolghl al arciend 19k
The unexepected Face of Xanon js-that it could
als ba prefty nice as a genaral purpose feaboand
For tamiky salling. Loads & roce and 3 goed [urn
al spood, comairied with secollent stadidiby. shook
provige thie kg o nde that gets everyone back
I e bheach leeling shdhused and elalad = ratkai
Ehan In fe3rs or ready ter diwprce! Best al all, Tha
Kt has a kol rice which looks grioal
yalue wiheEtnar youl go lor Club or Spet mopd @

Thanks fa Cobnar dctiwiies cenirm [CALT) far praviding
tazilithes far this fest. CACT ravs a full grogramme af
FESIERNEA AND Non-rESiTe NN Sang colvses and
activities in Chichesfer harbour, for dafars walf
WRHCaCEon e

Specification XENON
DESIGN: fan Hoawlstt In 2005
LEMGTH: 4.5m
BEAM: Z£m
HULL WENGHT ditited) : MBkg
Sl AREA

JEE:

AN AL

GERMNAKER:

3.5 m
I2sq m
127550 m
Sport (with) gennaker E4.79%
Clisb E4, 295

PRICE:

Abcve The Baamy Mull i

stable, with plenty of
room for the ores.

ANSWER BACK
from ?

COMPARISONS...  whore oo th

Contact Oceanz 1 Ltd

Hugh Jones on
021 711 302
09 428 7483
email hughi@loceanzl.co.nz

go to www.oceanzi.co.nz

il VA5 AND YACHT NG

m LASER 20400

Pl Morrisons 1995 deslgn prov|des
Hpopudar mid of Tamlly Sailing ani
clut: racing wilh an asymm=strical kite,

Lak: 4 44m
BEAR: LESm
IRLILL WERGHT: 1wy
CRIW WDEHT: 120-180k;
SKI AREAC

Ly meire? ILasq m
liamabet GBEm
GUIDE FRICE X5, 195*

m R5400

Alsn oeskgned by Enill Mo rison, Tha
RE400 = wnfabliskad. as one ol 1he
IIK's great competition classes.

LG A5
HE&N: &
HRILL WETGHT: Bk
CHEW WERGHE E-148kG
SAIL LREN:

U g m
DI best T m
GUIBE PRICE: ET;¥a5"



